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will be the short question and answer sec-
tion at the end of each case. For students
desiring a more in-depth review, the analy-
sis section of each case provides a great and
more detailed overview.An extra index or-
ganized by disorder name in the back also
allows the reader to focus on particular as-
pects of internal medicine. Details such as
this make it obvious that the authors have
tried to cater to the varying needs of their
readers, and the vast majority of readers
should be pleased with the results. The
flexibility afforded by Case Files’ organi-
zation makes this book highly appropriate
for both the student looking for an
overview of internal medicine toward the
beginning of study and the student wanting
a quick review of the subject prior to the
shelf-exam or USMLE Step 2.
The strengths of this book are its inclu-
sion and comprehensive discussion of a
broad range of internal medicine clinical
cases and its flexible format allowing read-
ers to tailor the text around their study
needs. While the book is generally well-
written, readers looking for a book they can
quickly read cover-to-cover may find this
book tiring or monotonous. But certainly
this book does not aim to be read as a text-
book, and it may not be surprising that it
truly shines when used to review clusters of
several cases instead of the entire text.
Overall, Case Files: Internal Medicine
will serve as either a solid introductory text
or an excellent review text for any medical
student studying internal medicine. Its con-
cise format should help make internal med-
icine an easier case to crack.
Veena Rao
Yale University School of Medicine
New England Journal of Medicine:
Clinical Problem-Solving. Edited by
Sanjay Saint, Jeffrey M. Drazen, and
Caren G. Solomon. New York: McGraw-
Hill Professional; 2006, 304 pp. $54.95
Paperback. ISBN: 9780071471626.
Clinical Problem-Solving contains de-
tailed essay-like analyses of clinical deci-
sion-making and cases to test the readers’
own clinical problem-solving skills. First,
Dr. Stephen Bent takes the reader through a
logical chapter on the quantitative aspects of
clinical decision-making: the numbers. In
the following chapter by Dr. Gurpreet Dhali-
wal, the question “How do doctors think?” is
answered in a well-referenced essay review-
ing literature in which physicians were the
study subjects.
The remaining and majority of Clinical
Problem-Solving is just that: clinical prob-
lem-solving. More than 20 sophisticated
clinical vignettes geared at students inter-
ested in medicine and medicine residents
create a mini-textbook for clinical diagnosis.
Clinical Problem-Solving is well organized
and can be used as a self-study tool or a ref-
erence for group teaching. Continuing the
format of the “Clinical Problem-Solving”
series, information about the actual patient
is presented in bold followed by a response
by an experienced clinician in regular type.
Pertinent graphs and images are included to
create a thorough display of data.
Though it may be difficult to teach clin-
ical diagnosis through a book, The New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine: Clinicial
Problem-Solving creates a foundation from
which educators and those interested in im-
proving their skills and understanding of
medical diagnosis can start teaching and
learning.
Laura K. Tom
Yale University School of Medicine
Cell Cycle: Principles of Control. By
David O Morgan. London: New Science
Press; 2006, 297 pp. $49.95 Paperback.
ISBN: 9780878935086.
Cell Cycle: Principles of Control is a
comprehensive text that fluidly integrates
the vast volume of information that has been
compiled on the cell cycle and serves as a
foundation for understanding the complex
mechanisms of cell reproduction. The
book’s overview succinctly and efficiently
introduces the reader to the basics of cell
cycle division. The first part of the book
141 Book reviewspresents the key players involved in the cell
cycle, delving into the mechanism of the
cell-cycle control mechanism. A significant
emphasis is placed on mitosis, since this
process has been well studied by cytologists
over the past 100 years. The last three chap-
ters focus on the regulation of the cell cycle,
as it relates to dynamic signaling through
normal cell cycle progression, DNA dam-
age, and cancer. This last section represents
the true integration of cell cycle events with
clinically relevant issues in molecular med-
icine, which is the salient reason for writing
the text. The concepts in each successive
chapter build upon one another, although the
weak transitions between topics are a minor
shortcoming.
Students who already have been ex-
posed to concepts in cell cycle control would
benefit most from this text.As the overview
moves very quickly through some of the key
players involved, it is clearly designed for
an upper level seminar course in molecular
biology at the undergraduate or graduate
school levels. The text is also a good refer-
ence for professionals working in the field.
It provides relevant and updated references
on the field’s progress, which conveniently
appear at the bottom page of where they are
listed. The definitions of words that may be
unfamiliar to the reader also appear on the
bottom of the page.There are also resources
online, which provide up-to-date informa-
tion and serve as a teaching tool.
Building upon the fundamentals in the
field, Morgan succeeds in integrating molec-
ular mechanisms involved in the cell cycle
withcurrentbiologicalquestions.Thisisespe-
cially true in the discussion of the role of the
cellcycleinthetwofinaltopicscoveredinthe
text: DNAdamage response and cancer.
Overall, Cell Cycle: Principles of Con-
trol is a good resource text. Its strengths lie
in its ability to utilize multiple organisms to
indicate that cell cycle regulation is at least
partially conserved in these different
species, to introduce the main analytical
tools used in the field, and to relate this
“basic science” topic to clinically relevant
issues. As molecular medicine is increas-
ingly becoming part of the medical school
education, this resourceful text demonstrates
a logical and natural progression from lab
bench to bedside.
Meredith E. Crosby, Ph.D.
Yale University School of Medicine
Department of Therapeutic Radiology
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